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PREFACE. 



That a people living under a free government 
which they have themselves originated should 
be well acquainted with the instrument which 
contains it, needs not to be proved. Were the 
system, indeed, very cumbrous and e:^tensive, 
running into minute detail, and hard to be re- 
tained in the memory, even this would be no 
good reason why pains should not he taken to 
understand and to imprint it upon the mind ; 
-38c when its principles are simple, its feature? 
plain and obvious, and its brevity surpassing 
all example, it is cerUiinly a most reprehensi- 
ble negligence to remain in ignorance of it. — 
Yet how small a portion of the citizens of this 
Republic have even a tolerable acquaintance 
with their own Constitution ? It has appear- 
cd to the author of the following sheets that 
this culpable want of acquaintance with what 
is of such deep interest to us all, is to be traced 
to the omission of an important part of what 
ought to be an American education, viz. the 
study of the civil institutions of our country, — 
We prize them, it is true, and are quite enough 
in the habit of boasting about them : would i^t 
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uot be well to teach their elements to those 

whose best inheritance they are ? 

The following work has been prepared with 
a view to such .an experiment. It ia^ written 
expressly for the use of boys, and it has been 
the aim and effort of the writer to bring down 
the subject completely to a level with their ca- 
pacity to understand it. Whether he has suc- 
ceeded the trial must show. He has purpose- 
ly avoided all al>struse questions, and has con- 
jfined himself to a simple, common-sense ex- 
planation of each article. It is very possible 
some inaccuracies may be discovered ; and 
should this be the case, they shall be carefully 
corrected, should the work be so far approved 
as to reach another edition. 

In the mean timie he cannot but indulge the 
hope, that in laying this little offering upon the 
attar of our country, he has rendered her an 
acceptable service* 



^estian. In vifaat country do you livef 

Answer. In the United States of America. 

Q. Why is this country called the United Stales f 

jS. Because k is made up of a number of States whicli 

were once separate, but afterwards agreed to miie to- 

f ether. 

What do you mean by a State ? 

A. I mean any district of country whose people are 
«0 under one govemm^. 

Had then the diflfer^ States whidi mite^ to* 
(ether, each a government of its own f 

id. Yes ; but they agreed la put themadvee all under 
one general government. 

Q. Why did they do this ? 

A. Because k would promote their general mifare; 

Q. Is some government necessary in every country r 

Jl. Certainly ; without it nobody would be safe : no|. 
oidy our property, bitt our Uves would be in danger. 

Q. Cannot aU tlie people of a country govern them- 
selves f 

A, If every man was perfectly virtuous, and knew 
what would be best for himself and others, they mighk 
But this is &r firom being the ease ; and.tberefore ih» 
people of every country are and must be governed* 
How is this done t 
1* 
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d. Laws are made which all must obey j whoever 
disobeys them is punished. 
Q. Who makes diese laws f 

A. They are made ia different ways, under different 
govoeaments. In some countries a single man makes 
the laws according to his own pleasure. 

What is such a government called ? 

•d. A Despctim^ or absolute monarchy: and the 
person who thus rules is a Despot, or absolute monarch. 

In otlier states a certain number of persons belonging 
to ancient or wealthy families make the laws. 
What is such a government styled ? 

Jl. An Aristocracy or oligarchy. 

In other cases the people themselves meet to make 
the laws. This is called a pure Democracy. 

Q. A state must be very small where all the people 
can meet m one assembly. 

A, This form of government is only suited to a small 
city, or ratlin i^Uage, and can never take place in a state 
of any extent. One other form remains ; that is, where 
the people, too numerous to meet, themselves, choose 
eertam of their own ftumber to meet ht them. This is 
called a representative government, because those 
wbo meet represent all the rest. It is also called a re- 
public. 

Q. Which of these ways of governing a nation is the 

best ? 

A. The last. A country thus ruled is said to he free, 
or to enjoy liberty : but where a single man may make 
what laws he pleases, and all the rest must obey him, the 
people are no better tkan slaves. 

^. Why do they obey him ? 
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A. Because he has an army of soldiers whom bit 
pajS} and who force the peo{de to obedieoee. 

Q. Cannot they raise an army too, and resist him ? 

A. This has sometimes been done, and after much 
bloodshed and ccmfiision, the people have partiaBjr s^c* 
ceeded ; but they have more frequently failed, and then 
they were more oppressed than before. 

Q. How is this couolry governed i 

A. It is a Republic, and is governed by persons whom 
the people choose from time to time to make the laws. 
Was it always a Republic ? 

A* No. The states were formerly Colonies, 
What do you mean by Colonies i 

A> When a part of the people of a nation remove to 
some distant place, wiiere they settle, but still continue 
to be governed by the nation from whieh they came out, 
these new settlements are called Colonies^ and the coun- 
try which gov^ns them is called the vMther country. 

Q. By what imtion were die Anmican Colonies gov- 
crned ? 

A. By Great Britam* Most of the people who first 
settled this country came from England, Scodand or 
Ireland, (which three countries make up Great Britain) 
and long after they had settled here, cootinned to be gov-* 
emed by laws most of which were made in England. 
Were these laws good and wise ? 

A. Many of them were ; and for a time the colonies 
were perhaps better off than if they had entirely govern- 
ed themselves, because, though Great Britain did rule 
them, she also gave them {»rotectioii by her fleets, and 
did many things for their advantage. But afterwards 
very unwise and unjust laws^ were made, and such «s 
threatened to destroy all liberty in the colonies. 



Q. What did tbe colonies do then? 

A* They made complaiot^ aod rc^i^^d foralppg 
tioQ^ with Great Britain, Iryiog to persuade her to fict 
* »ore justly. 

iQ» Did Great Britain Jistea to their ^omplaiots and 
lepeal those bad laws? 

j1. No— but instead of that sent over ships and sol- 
diers to force us to obey tbesp. 

jQ. And did we obey? 

j1. No ; the people of the colonies consi^Ited with eadi 
other what was to be done, aiid ^t l^n^ took up arms, 
raised such armies as they could, and though diey had 
few soldiers, no exp^ieQced officers, a^d but Uttle mpn- 
ey, they carried on a war agiunst the whole ppwer of 
Great Britain, and having (with aid from France) forced 
Iwa British armies to lay down their ar^s,and surrend^* 
iNmselves prisoners, they at length cpa;»pelled ^Gieai 
Britain to acknowledge their indepcQ^eofie. 

Ji. I mean that die was compelled to consent that all 
those colonies, which bad before been governed by laws^ 
made for them by im, shoyld after tl^at .have liberty to 
siake laws for themselves, and obey W po more. 

Q. When we speak of this war^ jwbat ,d(>]¥,e call iti 

A. We call it the American Revplution. 
What do you mean by a Revolution ? 

A. A revolution means some great change of gov- 
ernment ^ and we ought ever to remember c^s with ar- 
dent gratitude to God for so great a blessing, and with 
lasting k>ve and reverence for those gQodt wise, and 
brave men, who went through such dangers and suffer^ 
ii^s that their country might be free.. 
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When and where did the war of the revolution be- 

A. At Lexington and Concord, villages near Boston 
in Massachusetts, on the 19th of April, 1775. 
How long did the struggle contbue ? 

A, More than seven years. 
When did it end i 

Jl. On the 21st of January, 1783 — ^when a treaty was 
signed at Paris acknowledging the independence of the 
United States* 

Why is the 4th of July kept with such public re^- 
joicing through all parts of the United States ? 

A. Because on the 4th of July 1776 the Colonies 
first declared themselves free and independent ; from 
that day the independence of the country is reckoned in 
all our public proceedings ; though it was not aeknowledg- 
ed by Great Britain till 1783. 

Q. What was the change produced by the Revolu- 
tion f 

A, The different Colonies became each a free state, 
havbg power to govern itself in any way it should think 
proper. 

Had not one state any power over the other ? 

A* None at all— 4tnd the several states nught have re- 
mained entirely distinct countries, as much as France 
and Spain. 

q. Did they? 

A. No. Having been led to unite togetlier to help 
each other in the war, ttmy socm began to find that it 
would be much better for each of lliem that they should 
all continue united in its farther prosecution, and accord- 
ingly they entered into an Bffeemeoi (wbiob was called- 
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a Confeder€Uion) in which they made some laws which 
they aJi agreed to obey ; but after their independence 
was obtained, finding the defects of this plan, they called 
a Convention in which they laid a complete plan for unit- 
ing all' the states under one General Government-— this 
plan is called The Federal Constitution. On this 
great plan, or C^stitution the safety and happiness of 
the United States does, under Almighty God, mainly de- 
pend : all our laws are made by its direction or authori- 
ty ; whoever goes contrary to it injures and betrays his 
country, injures you, injures me, betrays us all, and is 
deserving of the heaviest punishment. Whoever, on the 
contrary, loves and keeps it sacred, is his coimtry's friend, 
secures his oWn safety, and farthers the happiness of aU 
around him. Let every American learn, from his earliest 
years, to love, cherish and obey the Constitution. With- 
out this he can neither be a great or a good citizen ; with 
out this his name will never be engraved with honor in 
the pages of our history, nor transmitted, like that of 
Washington, with praises and blessings to a late posterity. 

You say that in a republic the laws are made by 
certain persons whom the people choose for that pur* 
pose : — who make the laws in our republic ? 

A. The laws vAnch concern only one of the states are 
^ade by persons chosen by the people of that state, and 
who, when met, are called the Legislature^ the Gffneral 
Jissembly^ or the General Courts of that pardcular state. 
Those, for instance, who make laws which concern only 
the state of New York, are called the Legislature of the 
state of New York ; those who make laws which cdncem 
only the state of Massachusetts, are called the General 
Ckmrt of Massachusetts. 
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But laws which concern all the states or more states 
than one are made by the Congress op th£ United 

States. 

Q. But if even the Congress itself should make a law 
which is contrary to the CmstUutiorh must the people 
obey it ? 

A. No. 

Q. Who is to determine whether any law is contrary 
to the Constitution or no, the people themselves ? 

A. No : but certain persons whom they have appoint- 
ed, [called Judges of the Supreme Court of tlie United 
States.] 

Q. Do the members of the Congress of the United 
States all meet together in one assembly, when they 
make the laws } 

A. No : they meet in two separate assemblies, one of 
which is called The Senate, and the other is called 
The House oi^ Representatives. 

Q. Who choose the persons who shall be members 
«f the House of Representatives ? 

A. The people of all the different states : because the 
laws of Congress concern all the states, and must be 
obeyed by all the people of this Republic. 

Q. Have boys a right to choose them ? 

A» No : boys are too young. ^ 
Are any other persons unfit f 

A. Yes. 

How is it determined who may, and who may not 
' choose them ? 

A. By the laws of each state. — ^Whoever is alfowed 
to choose the members of the Legislature of any state, is 
also aUowed by the Constitution to choose members of 
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the House of Representatives of the United States.^ 

Some states allow one class of persons to choose and 
other states allow a different class — each state acts as it 
. diinks best. This cbdce is called an Eiecdon. 
Q. How is it conducted. 

A. On a day fixed before hand» and publicly known, 
die people who are to choose, and who are called voters, 
meet at certain places called the Polls : here persons sit 
called Inspectoral who have certain boxes called hdUot 
boxes before them, and each person who votes puts into 
a hole in the top of these boxes a piece of paper with the 
names of the perscms whom be chooses written or prints 
od on it. These pieces of paper are afterwards exam- 
ined and counted by the Inspectors, who keep a written 
account of the names voted for, and the number of votes 
given by the people for each. 

The persons having the greatest number of votes are 
chosen. There are some dight di£ferences in the mode 
of holding elections in the diderent states, but it is the 
same in every important particular. 

Q. Are the times, places, and manner of holding tliese 
elections fixed by Congress i 

A. No : They have, thus far, been left to be regulat- 
ed by each state for itself, but Congress may fix them if 
it thinks fit. 

Q. Suppose a dispute should arise concerning an 
election, and one person shall declare that he has been 
fairly chosen, while another denies it, and insists that he 
himself has been chosen ; who has power to setde the 

dispute ^ * 

Ji. A dispute between persons who claim a seat in 

the House of Representatives can be determined only by 
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the HoBse of Rapresentati vds f a dkfHile betwefn persoos 
ckimkig a seat in the Senate cftn be settled by the Sen- 
ate only. Such disputes frequently arise. 

Q. When a person i9 chosen to be a Member of the 

House of Representarives, how long does he continue so ? 
For two years- 

Q. When the two years have expired, may he be 
chosen again ? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Suppose he dies before the time is out ? 

A. Another is chosen in bis stead, for the rest of the 
time. 

How old must a person be before he can be cho- 
sen a Member of the House of Representatives f 
An Twenty-^five years old. 

Q. May a person be chosen who has just come into 
the United States, and who is a subject of some other 
coantry (that means, who is botrnd U> obey the laws 
of some other country) ? 

An No. Any person, to be chosen a Member of oar 
House of Representatiires^ must dther have been bom 
in the United States, or must have been naturalized 
seven years before be is diosen* 

! Naturalized f What does that mean ? 

A* A person who was born in another coimtry and 
comes to Sve in thist is not owned as a citizen of the 
United States till he has lived among us a certain time ; 
and then, (after knowing something of our laws and cus* 
toms), has taken a solemn oath to obey the government. 
He is then admitted as a citizen of our republic. This 
2 
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19 cdled bis mimfdizaiim ; and when imce-MfttraKs* 

6^, he is allowed to choose the rulers, and do all other 
things, the same as if he had been bom amoDg us. 

May the people of one State chooae a person who 
is an inhabitant of another State to be a Member of the 
House of Representatives i 

A. No ; he must lire in tbe State where be is chosen. 

Q. How many persons may be chosen by each StatCi 
as Members of the House of Representatives ? 

A. The number of Representatives of any State is in 
proportion to the number of people in that State. At 
present ev^y forty thousand people send one Rapresei^- 
tative ; but this has been, and may be, altered, with the 
increase of the number ^f people* * ~ 

Q. Some of the States have large numbers tA daves 
living in them, and others have many Indians \ ai'e these 
counted in mddng up the forty thousand f 

No ; three fifttis of the nunriber of shves is allow- 
ed| that is every five slaves are counted as if they were 
diree free persons : those Indians who pay taxes, (^ai 
is, who pay money for the expenses of governing and 
defending us) are counted \ those who do not pay taxes 
are not counted. 

Q. How is it known what number of people each 
State contains ? 

A. Certain pei^ons are appointed to count the people 
and take a written list of them. Such a counting is 
called a*cen«2», and it takes place once in every ten 
years. [In the year 1790 the United States contmed 
3,929,326; in 1800, 5,309,768; in 1810, 7,239,903; 
and in 1820, 9,638,166.] « 
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When the Menobars of the House of RepreseBta^ 
mm meet to make the laws, are they all equal, or does 
any one preside over them ? 

A* Tbejr choose one of thdr own number, whose 
duty it is to preside over them while they are met to do 
business, and to see that they proceed in a regular and 
ord^ly mann^ in dcHag their public duty. He is call'' 
ed their Speaker. They also choose a person who is 
not one of their own number to keep a written account, 
from day to day, (xf all that is <b»te by them while assem* 
bled. That written account is called a Journal of the 
House of Representatives, and the person who keeps it 
» called the Clerk of the Hotue. They abo choose 
another person who is called their Sergeant-at-ylrms^ 
and who may, when so ordered by the Hotm, seize udf 
Member who disobeys the rules, or who is charged by 
the House with any crime, and imprison him. They 
abo choose another pmon as their Door Keq^er^ wlx) 
is to take care that no person be admitted into the hall 
where the Representatives are sitting, but such as are 
permitted by law. These several penms, thus chos^, 
are called the Officers of the House of Representatives, 
and remdn in office two years. . . 

Whodioose the Members of the Sbnate of thk 
United States ? 

A. The Legbdatoe of ^h State diooses the Sena- 
tors for that State. 

How many Senators may there be f 

A. Two from each Stale. 

When a citizen is chosen by the Legislature of 



his own State to be a Member of the Senate of the 
United States, how long does he continue' sach ? 

A. For six years. If he dies before the expiration 
of that time» or remgns his office, (that is, if he declares 
it to be his wish not to be a Senator any longer) another 
is appointed in his place. 

Are all the Senators chosen at the same time^ as 
Members of the House of Representatives are ? 

A. No. Only one third are chosen at once — two 
years afterward aaother ^ird is chos6n— -and two years 
' after that, another third, so that every two years one 
third part of the Senators go out of office ; but the same 
persons may again be chosen if the Legiskturas who 
chose them before wish to send tliem again ; if not, they 
send others in their place. 

Q. How old must a person be before he can be 
' chosen a Senator of the United States ^ 
A. Thirty years old. 

Q. Can he be chosen if he has not been 'bom in the 
United States ? 

A. Yes, if he has become a chizen by being nturri- 
ized, and has been a citizen for nine years. 

Q. Can a Senator for one State be chosen bjr the 
Legislature of another State ? 

A. No. The Legislature of each State must choose 
its own Senators, from persons residing in its own bounds. 

Does the Senate choose a Speaker, as the House 
of Representatives does ? 

A. No. The person who is chosen by the people to 
be Vice President of the United States, is made, by the 
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Constitution, President of the Senate; his duties are 
Hke iboae of the Speaker of the House of RefHreaeiita- 
tives, except that he is not obliged to keep order in de- 
bate. Their other officers are the same in all respects, as 
those of the House pf Represeotatives, and are chosen by 
the Senators in the same mamier. 

Q. Do the Senators em At as Judges i 
j9. Yes^ When any civil officer of the United States 
(that is, not an officer of the army,) is guilty of a viola- 
tion of bis public duty, he is accused, or charged, by 
the House of Representatives, and tried by the Senate. 
Such an accusation is called an Impeachment, 

Q. What do you mean by his being tried by die 
Senate ? 

A. The Senators take a solemn oath that they will 
carefully attend to the proof that shall be brought befiare 
them, and according to that proof declare the accused 
person iimocent or guilty, as the case m^fr be. The 
House of Representatives appoint some of then* own 
Members to Jay the proof before the Senate, and after- 
wards the accused person lays brfore them the preofe 
in his defence; when both have been heard, the Mem- 
bers of the Senate vote, that is, each one declares his 
opinion ; and if two thirds of alL the Senators who are 
present declare the accused person to be guilty, he is 
adjudged guUty^^ if not, he is declared not guiky. 

Cannot the Senate, in like manner, impead^ that 
is, solemnly charge an officer before the House of Rep- 
resentatHres f 

A' No. None can bring an impeachment but the 
^ 2* • 
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House of Representatives! and aoae can tiy an im* 
peacbment but the Senate. 

What is the consequence if the Senate declare an 
o&cer of the United States to be guilty i 

A.' He may be turned out of office, and prevented 
from ever again holding any office of honor, trust, or 
profit, under the United States fpverimmu 
Q. May he be further punished ? 
A. Not by the Senate. He may afterwards be tried 
before a Court of Lavr, and punished in the same man- 
ner as any other criminal for c^nces against the law. 

May ever the President of the United States be 
thus impeached and punished f 

Yes. In this free and happy country no man is so 
great as to be above the law. The laws are supreme ; 
to them all persons, from die President of die United 
States to the poorest and the meanest beggar, must alike 
submit. This is our gfory. Let every youthful Ameri> 
can exuk that be has no master but the law ; let him 
mark the man who would change tliis happy state of 
things as llie enemy af bk (^ntry ; and above all let him 
remember that as soon as he himself breaks the law, he 
becomes himself that enemy. Whoever violates the 
law helps to weaken it» force, and, as far as he disobeys, 
does what in him lies to destroy it : but he who honors 
and obeys the law streng^ps the law, and thereby helps 
to preserve the freedom and happiness of hb country. 
In some governments it is held that " the king can do no 
wrong here we know no king but the law, no monardi 
bul the con>ititutioii : we hd4 that everjF man may dot 
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wrong ; tbat the higher he is m office, the more reason 
there is that be be obliged to answer for his conduct ; 
and that as a great officer, if treacherous, is a great 
criminal, so he ought to be made to sufier a great and 
exemplary punishment. 

Q. How often does Congress meet ? 

A, It must meet once, at least, in every year ; but 
may meet oftener if necessary. 

Q. Is any day fixed for its meeting ? 

A, Yes ; the first Monday in December ; but it has 
power to alter that tO'-some other fixed day. When 
jCoi^ress ceases to meet, it is said to Adjourn. 

Suppose all the members of the Senate, or all 
the members of the House of Representatives do not 
attend a meeting, can those who do attend make laws 
without tliera ? 

A. If more than one half are present, they have 
in most eases power to do whatever the whole num- 
ber could have done. More than one half are called 
^ Jijnjority, less than cme half are called a ' Minority. 
As many as are necessary to do business are called a 
Quorum, 

Supposing less than one half should attend, can 
they u:) nothing ? 

A* Yes, thejr have power to send for the others and 
compel them to attend. If tbey do not choose to do 
this, they have power to adjourn till the next day ; (that 
is, tbey may separate after agreeing to meet the next 
day ;) and so they may continue to do till a Quorum 
^udl be present to do business. 
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Are there any fixed rules for doiog buaness in 

Jl. Certainly, every thing is done by settled rules, 
called Rules of Order, 

Who setdes what diese rules shall be ? 

.4. The Rules for the Senate are made by the Sen- - 
ate ; the Rules for the House of Representatives are 
B»de by the House of Representative^. Each House 
' has power to alter its own Rules of Order } or to suspend 
them, that is to say, a particular rule may be disobeyed 
for a certain time ; after which it is again in force. 

Suppose a Member refuses to attend, or behaves, 
when he does attend^ in a disorderfy^ manner t 

A. He may be punished in any way the other Mem- 
bers think proper. 

Q. May he be even expelled from the House i that 
is, turned out of it f 

A. Yes, but not unless two thirds of sUl the Members 
tUnk he deserves it. 

Q. You said that the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives keeps a written J&umal of all that is done in 
that House ; is a Journal kept in Vke mamer by the 
Secretary of the Senate ? 
'a. Yes. 

Q. Are these Joumab published ? that is, printed 

and sold ? 

A. Yes; excepdng such parts as eidier House of 

Congress may think proper to keep secret for a time, 
when the public good requires it* 

Do Congress ever sit m secret f 
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A, Yes. Whenever they are engaged in business 
which it will be better for the public good to keep secret 
for 'a time, they close their doors. At other times they 
• sit in public, and every body who can get into the gallery 
may see and bear all that is dooe. 

Does tiie Journal sdiew bow each Member voted 
in every case that came to be considered ? 

Ji* No. But if ooe fifth of the Members piseseot 
when any measure is proposed, require that the names 
of thosp who voted for and £^gaipst it, be put down in 
the Jourpali it must be done. 

Q. After Congress has met, may either House ad- 
journ (diat is, cease to meet) for more than three days 
at a ^e, wkhoiit the consent of the other House i 

A. No. 

Do the two Houses, that is, the Senate and House 
of Representatives, nidet in the same buikUng ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. May either House remove to any other place f 

A. 'No, not unless the other House removes too. 
Do Members of Congress receive any tbii^ for 
doii:^ the busineBs the public I 

A. Their chief and best reward is the honor of 
serving their country ; but as many of them cannot 
aflbrd to leave, their own business so often and so long 
without having the loss in some measure made up to 
them, the Constitution says that they shall be allowed a 
compensation to be ascertained by law, and paid out of * 
the Treasury of the United States. 

Q. Who fixes the rate of compensi^on, that is, how 
much the Members shall have ? 
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A. It is fixed by Congress. 

Q. Ought tbey to be allowed to fix their own wages r 
It cannot be avoided ; the rate must be fixed by 
law, and there is none who have power to make law for 
this country but the Congress only* 

May Members of Congress be arrested, (thai is, 
seized by a sheriff or constable) for debts they owe, 
while tbey are attending to their puUio duty I 

A. Their duty is of so much value to us idl that the 
Constitution will not allow them to be arrested while go- 
ing and returning firom tbeir home to the place where 
Congress meets, nor wliile they are attending there, ex- 
cept ill three cases. 

% What are these ? 

A. If they have been guilty of treason, felony, or 
breach of the peace. 

Q. When is a person guilty of tftaaom ? 

Jl. When he makes war against the United States — 
(tbat is, when he endeavors by force to overtuqi or to 
resist the Government,) or when he helps or comforts 
others who are making war against them. [But this 
musi be proved by at least two witoe aocs, who have 
both seen him do some act of treason. The crime is 
punished in any way Congress thinks fit ; and they have 
d^ermined that it shall be punished by death.] 

Q. If Members of Congress while engaged in debate, 
tbat is, in arguing about any law tbat is proposed to be 
made, shall saj^ any thing dfenave to anodier Member, 
may he be sued for it by the other in a Court of Law? 

•iS. No; (lest this should destroy the fiMdem of de- 
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bate, and make the Members afraid of speaking theii' 
tho ught s with honesty and plainness in matters for die 
public good,) a Member cannot be called to account in 
any other place for any thmg be says upon the floor of 
Congress. 

Q. May Members of Congress be appointed to any 
diil office ooder^the United States / 

A. Not while diey continue to be Members ; if diey 
are appointed to any x^ffice and wish to accept the ap- 
pomtmeaCy &ey must ^ve up ibw seats in Con^ss ; 
Bor can they be chosen Members again while they hold' 
the office. 

Supposing Ccmgress create any new office, (that 

is, appoint some public duty to be done and allow the 
p^son who does it a compensation) or shall increase the 
pay before aOowed for doing the duties of any office, 
that is already established, — may any Member of the 
Coiq^ss wluoh did this be appointed to snich office i 

A. No, not t31 die wliole doie Ibr which h» wis 
chosen a Member shall have expired. 

Q. How do Congress proceed in md^ii^ the lairs I ' 
A, A Member usuaRy proposes that some other Mem- 
bers, called a CammiUeey shall consider whether i\ will 
not be proper t# make a law fiur some particular matter, 
which he explains. If a majority of the Members think 
it will be best to consider of the matter, they ord^ cer* 
tain Mendms lo do so. These Members, ose CcmmUtee, 
meet together, and having considered the proposal, de- 
teroiise whether it is proper to advise the Members of 
the HcHise (0 make a law respecting it. If diey tinnk it 
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is they put down id mitb^ the words of such s kw b» 
it will be bmrt to make. This writbg is called a BUI,- 

They then return to the House, and either in writing or 
by word of mouth, declare what ttey hatB done, and 
state the reasons for it. Such, a statement is called a 
Committee's Report. The Bill is then read twice. 
The Member «fao first proposed the matter now farther 
proposes, (or Moves, as it is called) that this Bill be 
considered by all the Members. If this is agreed to, 
the Bill is then taken under conakbration. Every 
Member has an opportunity to propose such alterations 
, in it, as be pleases ; smd every Member may give rea^ 
sons why such a law ought <n* ought not to be made. If 
any alterations are made, the Bill as altered is written 
over again and read a thifd time ; whan^ aft^ full eon- 
deration, it is Passed, that w, finally agreed to« 
Q. Is it now a law ? 

wd. By no means. The Bill thus passed by one 

House is then sent to the other House. There it is 
again considered, and, if the House thinks proper, is far- 
ther alt^ed. It » then mumed to the House where it- 
began. If this House disapproves of the alterations 
made by the other, it sends the Bill back, that that 
House may give up the akerations— ^t if th^ will not 
give them up, then a Committee of Conference is ap- 
poimed; that is, cerlain Members are sent from each 
House to meet together, and try to bring the matter 
into such a form that both Houses will agree to it ; — if 
they sueoeed, and the Houses agfee^ die Bill is then 
Engrossed f (that is, copied m a fiedr tend) on parchment, 



aod ttgaed by the PresideBt and Seeretaiy of the Seo- 
aftt, and hj the Speaker and Clerk of the House of 

Representatives. 

Is it now a law ? 

ji. Not yet. The engrossed BiH n then sent to the 
President of the United States for his approbation ^ if 
hB appfores k, fae signs and returns it ; d^e BiU then is 
called an act, and becomes the hw of the land. 

Q. How if he does not approve it ? 

A. If he does not approve it, he must return the BiU 
together with his objections, in writing, to the House in 
which it began; that House must copy the whole of 
these ofcjectioiis mxo their Journal^ and dien consider the 
Bill once more. When they have done this, if two 
thirds of Uiat House shall agree to pass the Bill, they 
must send it, together with the President's objections to 
it, to the other House. There the Bill must, in like 
manner, be re^^onsidered ; and if two thirds this 
House abo agree to pass it, k becomes a Law. Bat in 
all such cases, the nances of all the Members of each 
Hcmse who v^d for and against the Bill, must be put 
down in the Journals. 

Suppose the President of the United States should 
neglect to sngn and return a BiU^sent tohim by Congress? 

A, If he does not sign or return any Bill within tea 
days after it is sent to him, (not counting Sundays) it 
beeomes a Law, onleas in that time Congress idiaU bm 
ceased to sit. 

Q» Is not this a better way of making the laws of a 
Country, tban either of diose we first considered f 

3 
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A. It is baid to conceive how greater care could be 
taken that no wicked, unjust, oppressive, hasQr, or un- 
wise Law should pass. There is full time to consider 
whatever is proposed ; such fair opportuniQr to oppose 
it, if wrcHig, and improve it, if imperfect; so many per- 
sons, and from so wide a space of country must agree 
in approving it, that it is scarcely possible any thing 
very injurious can be enacted ; or, at least, if it is, that 
a different form of Government would liave prevent- 
ed it. 

Q. Are there not some evib which attend this mbde ? 

w2. Nothing of human contrivance is wholly free from 
some defect or other ; and, in time of war, when the ^ 
public danger is great, and it is needful that Government 
should act, not only wisely, but rapidly ; some disadvan- 
tage may be found to arise from so deiibenne a method 
of passing every Law. But it is far better to put up ^ 
with this, than to lose tlie precious blessing of so free 
^ and safe a mode of Le^slation. 

Q. You have said that no Laws can be made for the 
United States, but by Congress; may Congress make 
any Laws they please f 

A, No. Their power is limited by the Constitution ; 
that is, they have no power, but what the Constitution 
says tbey have. It must always be remembered, diat 
|he States, when they united to form the General Gov- 
ernment, had full power to govern themselves ; and that 
they gave up only a part of their power^ for the general 
welfare. Whatever power, therefore, is not given by 
die Constitudon, to the General Government, still be* 
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]ongs either to tlie State GoverDments^ or to the people 
of the United States. 

Q. What power is given to Congress, by the Consti* 

tution ? 

•9. Congress has power to do the following things : — 
It may "lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts, and 

Excises." 

^ Q. What do you mean by these diflerent terms? 

What is a Tax ? 

A. A Tax means a sum of money which the people 
are directed to pay, to support the Government, and de- 
fence of the Country. 

What are Duties f 

A* Duties are sums of money, which must be paid 
by persons who bring goods of any kind from another 
country, into the United States, and which are in pro- 
portion to the quantity or value of such goods. It is 
paid at certain places called Custom-houses, and is sent 
from these to the Treasury of the United States. 

Q. What are Imposts ? 

Imposts are sums of money which must he paid 
to the Government, by persons owning vessels, which 
enter the harbors of the United States, in proportion 
to the size of the. vessels. An Impost is a duty on 
vessels. 

Q. What are Excises ? 

Ji. Excises are sums of money which must be paid 
to A Government, by persons who make certain arti- 
cles within the United States, in proportion to the quaiir 
lEty or vakae of the articles manufactured* 
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What do you mean by lapng these, and what by 
collecting them ? 

A. Laying a Tax, &c. is determining how much it 
shall be ; and. collecting a Tax, &^c. is obliging the peo- 
ple to pay it. 

Q. Cookl any Gbvemment long exist witlioiit this 

power ? 

A* No. Every Govemmem must have large sums 

of money, to use for the public good, and this is the 
proper way of getting it. 

Q. Ought the people to complain of having to pay 
Taxes and Duties ? 

A. Certainly not ; because they ail receive the bene- 
fit. If nobody would pay Taxes, ndlxMiy could be de- 
fended by armies, fleets, or forts ; nobody could be paid 
« for makii^ or for executing the laws ; the whole coun-' 
try would soon be without low, safety, or order ; and 
we should all be miserable. Whoever, therefore, cheats 
the Government of its duties, does in reality cb0Rt ksmp 
self and his neighbor, and acts like the enemy of his 
country. 

May one part of the United States be re({uired 

to pay at a greater rate than the rest ? 

A. No ; " all Duties, Imposts, and Excises must be 
uniform throughout the United States." 

Q. What other power has Congress ? 

A. ^^To borrow money on the credit of the United 
States?" ^ 

Q. What do you mean by that expression, " on the 
credit of the United States 
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A, It means that the people of the United States 
are bound to pay whatever money Congress borrows for 
dieir use. [Such money is called a Loan ; and who- 
ever lends it to the Government, receives a printed pa- 
per, acknowledging that such a sum has been lent, and 
promising to pay a smaller sum yearly, as Interest for 
the use of it. Such printed certificates are called Stock; 

may be bought and sold the same as any other 
article, — and whoever holds them when the inturesL be- 
comes due, may demand, and must receive, it. If the 
printed paper promises to pay six dollars a year for 
every hundred dollars borrowed, it is called "United 
States six per cent Stock |" if it promises to pay four 
dollars a year for *every hundred, then it is called 
" United States four per cent Stock."] 

What other power does Congress possess ? 

Jl. It may make rules according to which the Com- 
merce of the citizens of tlie United States with other 
nations (that is^e exchange of our goods for theirs, or 
for money, by means of vessels or other conveyances) 
shall be carried on ; also the commerce of one of the 
states with another, and that of the different states, or of 
the Unhed States, with tlie Indian tribes. [Some per- 
sons believe that the power to regulate Commerce among 
tbe several states includes the power to make Roads and 
Canals from one state to another ^ others deny this.} 

^. What is the next power given to Congress by the" 
Constitution ? 

w2. You recollect what was before said about natural- 
izatioHj which means the admitting of a foreigner (that 

3* 
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i6y a native of some other country) to become a citizen 
of the UoUed States^ :— -Coogress has power to make 
one uniferm rule acoording to which tliis shall he 
done throughout the country. It may also make uni- 
form Laws for the wiiole Uoioo oo the sutyect olBunk^ 
rtLj)icy, 

Q. What is haokruptcy ? 

When a man has not money or gooda enough to 
pay his debts, he is a Bankrupt ; and the being in that 
situation is Bankruptcy. The object of Laws on this 
subject is to compel such a man to ^ve up all he has 
got to the people he owes, and to fix the terms on which 
he may be set free from the debts he cannot pay. 

Q. What else may Congress do i 

A. It may coin money ; that is it may mark or stamp 
certain pieces of metal in a way which shall make them 
pass, in buying and selling, at a set value. It may also 
fix what shall be the value of coin that has been marked 
or stamped in any other country, when it is used in the 
United States. It may likewise declare one uniform 
size for tlie weights and measures used throughout our 
country. 

May any persons who please coin money ? 
w2. No, none but those employed to do so by Con- 
gress ; (they work at a place called the mint,) 

If any other person shall coin money in his own 
name, or shall stamp it so as to resemble that coined at 
the mint, or that which, though coined in other countries, 
is allowed to pass as money in the United States, (called 
" Current coin,") may he be punbhed f 
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A. Yes ; it is a crime, called eomterfeitingy and may 
be punished in . any maimer Coogrees shall appoint. 

Suppose they ooumerfeit oot .the money of the 
United States, but the stock issued by Grovernment ? 

They are punished the same as if they had coun- 
terfeited money. 

What other power belongs to Congress ? 
A, They may establish Post Offices and' Post 

Roads." 

Q. What is a Post Office ? 

A. A place where Letlera carried from one part of 
the country to another, at the expense of the United 

States, are received and delivered. 
And what is a Post Road f 
A* A road on which the bag coatauiing these letters 
(called the waiZ,) is carried. 

What is meant by uUMuhigig these ? 
A. Making a law which directs where the Post Of- 
fices shall be, and by what roads the mail shall be car- 
ried. Some persons say that it includes a power to 
erect buildings for post offices, and to make roads where 
0 they are wanted ^ others deny this. 

Q. Has Congress any fartlier powers 
A. It may grant what are termed Patent Rights and 
Copy Rights. 

Q. What does this mean ? 

A, When a person has found out some new and use- 
ful contrivance. Congress may give him an exclusive 
light to make and sell what he has contrived, for a cer- 
tain number of years \ during that time nobody else 
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may make or sell that article without leave from the man 
who contrived it, and if they do they are liable to be 
punished. This k called ^ a Patent Right. Whoever 
writes a book may also have the exclusive right to print 
and sell it for a certain time ^ this is called a Copy 
Right, 

Can Congress erect Courts ? that is, make a Law 
directing that a Judge shall sit at certain places, at cer- 
tain times, before whom Causes or Criminals shall be 

tried ? 

A. Yes, it may appoint as many Courts as it thinks 
fit ; but they must all be inferior to the great Court of 
the country, called the Supreme Court of the United 
States, 

Q. Can it punish Piracy ? that is, robbery committed 
at sea ? 

A. Yes, and all other crimes committed there ; it can 

also punish offences against the law of nations, 
Q. What do you mean by the law of nations" f 
A, I mean those rules which are agreed upon among 

all nations (except those wlio are savages) to regulate 

their conduct towards each other. 

Has Congress any other power ? 
A, Yes, it has one most soleinn and important power, 

the power of Declaring War between the United States 

and any other nation. 

Q. When Congress has declared the United States 

to be at war with any particular country, can any of the 

citizens of tlie United States remain at peace with that 

nation? 
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A. No } however much Ihey may dislike the wsur, or 
love die nation against whom it is declared, all must, 
when required, aid in it, by their money or their services, 
and bring it as soon as possible to a sueeessful end. If 
they attempt to aid the enemy, or forcibly hinder the 
success of the war, they commit treason. 

When the United States have cause of complaint 
against another nation, and yet do not wish at ouce to 

to war, is there any other measure they can take te 
compel that nation to do them justice i 

A. Yes. Congress may " issue Letters of Marque, 
and Reprisal." 

What are they? 

A. They are certain public letters directed to mer- 
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have been refused redress, permitting them forcibly to 
take vessels belonging to the offending nation, sufficient 
to fiQ«ke op the loss ; but*tfai» mutt be deiM oiriy aoeord* 
ing to cef&Rfi Rules, fixed by Congress. 

You say Congress may declare War ; can they 
raise Armies ; that is, can they hire soldiers to fight for 
the country ? 

A. They can ; and pay, clothe, and feed them, at 
the public expense. 

Q. Can they make a law, setting apart money enough 
at one time, to pay and su{^rt the amqr ibr more than 
two years f 

A. No, not at one time ; lest a wicked Congress 
might, by keeping tip an army, remain in^power beyond 
the time for wUcb they were ohoaen, and so destroy the 
liberty of their coqntry. 
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Why was the time limited to two years ? 
* Jl, Because every two years a new Congress may 

be chosen. 

q. Can Congress in like manner, provide and main- 
tain a Navy f that is, buy or build ships of war ; and 
hire, clothe, and feed men to navigate^ and fight them ? 

A. Yes ; and make Rules to govern bodi Army and 

Navy. 

^. Has the Country no other defence to depend upon 
but hired soldiers f 

A, Yes, the people themselves, who are of a proper 
age to bear the fatigues and hardships of War, are 
obliged to bear arms and defend thenr Country when 
need requires ; they are called the Militia. 

q. When may they be called out, to do this i 

Jl, When they are wanted, to enforce the laws ; to 
overcome any of tlieir fellow citizens, who are so foolish- 
and wicked as to rebel against our free and excellent 
form of government ; or to meet and drive out an enemy 
who invades 5 that is, forcibly enters any part of our 
Country. 

Q. But as the great mass of the people are ignorant 
pf the art of War, how is this to be done i 

A. Congress has power to |urovide for their being 
taught, by collecting and arranging them in companies, 
and regiments, under their own officers ; supplying them 
with arms, and causing them to be properly exercised 
in their use. 

May Congress command them, or are they to be 
eOQyunanded by tbeir own Stote Governments ? 
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A» The President may command so many of them 
as are mxphjed io the service of the United Sti^s^ 
the rest are commanded by the States. 

Q. Who appoints the Officers of the Militia ? 

Jl. The State Governments ; they also train^ that is, 
exercise and instruct the men ; but this must be done ^ 
according to Rules fixed by Congress. 

Q. Have you meotioned aU the powers of Congress? 

•4. No ; they have power to make all the Laws for 
a certain District, not more than ten miles square, where 
Congress m^ts, and where the Chief Offiem of Gov- 
ernment reside. This is called the Seat of Govern- 
ment. 

Q. Has this District no Legislature of its own choiee, 

as the States have i ' . t 

A. No. 

Q. Is it a part of any State ? 

v2. No. It consists of territory, which the States 
jbave up, for the express purpose that it might be 
the seat of the General Government. The territory 

at present used for this purpose, is called the District 
pf Coiumbia ; and has been ceded, (that is, given up) 
by the States of Maryland and Virginia, within which it 
before lay. 

Is there any other place in the United States, 

which is thus ruled by Congress alone ? 

A. Yes — all Forts, Magazines, (that is^.places where 
powder and other things used by an army are laid up) 
Arsenals, (that is, buildings where arms are kept) and 
Dock-yards ; (that is, {daces where vessels of war are 
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built) which beteng to the United States, are governed, 
aot by the Legislatures «f the State» ia which they may 
be, but by the General Govsemment alone. 

Q. What other power is conferred by the Constitution 
tqpon the Coogms of the Uoi^ States? 

ji: A rary large and .general authority, ^to nMke «B 
laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying 
into execBtion the ibcegdng powers," (that is, all the 
powers of which we have been speaking) " and all other 
powers vested by the Constitution in the Government 
of the Uniied Stales, or in any dqiartment or officer 
thereof." Thus, for example, when the Constitution 
says, that Congress may coin money, that gives -Con- 
gress power to make aU the laws necessary to deler* 
mine what the coin shall be — how they shall be mark- 
ed—of what metal they shall be made — what shaU be 
their weight — what shall be their value**-where they 
shall be made — what^ buildings shall be erected for the 
purpo6e^-4iow many persons shall be emplo j w i w hat 
their duty shall be— ^at pay they shall receive— what 
account they shall keep — what security they shall give, 
and how they shall be punished if they n^ect their 
duty. It is tlie same with every other power given by 
the Constitution ; if its execution requires a hundred 
iiSdreni laws, Congress may pass them all. 

Q. May slaves be imported, that is, brought into the 
United StaXesi^ 

A. No, whoever engages in the slave trade is n pirate, 

Q. May slaves be held, that is, owned, and made to 
work— by citizens of the United States ? 
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A Yes. 

Q. If they escape from one State into another, may 
tbe State into which they flee set them at liberty ? 
A. No. 

Suppose any American citizen is seized and put 
io (Miboo, may be be kept there as long as those who 

sebed him tttink fit i 

A. No ; he may get a writ of Habeas Corpus, 

Wfaatis tetf 
A. It is a command from Court, by which the jailor 
is forced to allow the prisoner to be brought up before a 
Judge, that the cause of his bebg put in prison may be 
examined into ; in order, that if there is no law to keep 
him there, he may immediately be set at liberty. 

Most dtis commaiid be given whatever it is ap- 
plied for ? 

A* Yes, except at emtatn times, when this privilege 
i& 9Hapmied; (that is, mterrupted for a time,1>ut not 
taken avvay)» 

When may Ais ri^ of having a writ of Habeas 
Corpus, which belongs by the Constitution to every 
citizen, be suspended f 

JS,. Only in cases of rebellion by our own citizens, or 
invasion of the country by an enemy ; when the public 
danger is so great as to require persons to be kept is 
prison^ wbo might otherwise be set at liberty.* As soon 
as this extreme danger is past, the right of Habeas Cor- 
jmi must be immediately restored. 

Q. h this a very great and important privilege, and 
ought all Americans to guard it with the greatest care ? 

4 



S8 



A. It is one of the greatest rights of a freeman~aDd 
Americans must never surrender it, tinder any pretext, 
if tliey value and would preserve their liberty. 

Q. May a man's children be punished by law for his 

©ffence ? 

A. la some countries, where a man has been guilty 
ef treason, (that is, making war against the GovernniNent) 
a law is passed called a hill of attainder^ by which his 
children are prevented from being, heirs to him or to 
any other person ; and, if he belonged to what in those 
countries is called the nobility, and liis children would 
have belonged to it too, they are prevented ; nor can 
they nor their children, nor their cMldren's ebiid^, re- 
cover this privilege, till an act is passed for that purpose. 
No such law caii be made in this country; it is exfMress- 
]y forbidden by the Constitution. 

Q. May a citizen of the United States be punished 
ibr doing what, when he did it, was not forbidden by any 
law, but against which a law was passed afterwards^ 

A. No. A law that attempts to punish actions that 
were done before the law was made, is called an ea?- 
postfacto law." This also is expressly forbidden by 
the Constitution. 

Q. When a dttiect tax is laM, is, when Congress 
•rder that a certain sum of money must be paid by each 
citizen, for the public use, what is the rule by which il 
is to be collected ? 

A, The census, or public counting of the people. 

Q. May aay morvety be required to be paid on goods 
exported, (that is, carried out.) from any of the States i 
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A. No. 

May aoy law be passed giving to the porto of one 
State, (Aat is, the places where vessels arrive and de- 
part with goods) a preference over those of another, 
so that goods coming to some ports, shall have less du- 
ties to pay to Governmeut than the same goods coming 
to other ports I 
A. No. 

May vessels coming from sea vvitli goods which 
they wish to deliver in one State, be obliged to land 
those goods, or to enter them, that is, give an account of 
them at the Custom-house, or to pay the duties on them 
' in anfldier State } 
A. No. 

When a vessel leaves the ports of one State with 
goods which she is carrying to sea^ can she be obliged 
to clear those goods, that is, give an account of them at 
the Custom-house, in another State i 

A. Not-; each State may carry on its own commerce 
without the interference of any other State. 

In what way can the naoney of the United States 
he drawn out of the Treamry ? (or place where it is 
kept) 

A*^ It ea& be drawn out only by authority of a law of 

Congress ; and such a law is called an Appropriation, 

Q. Must a full account be kept of all moneys receiv- 
ed into the Treasury, and paid out of it ; and must thi§ 
account be published, that is, printed and sold irom time 
(t> time ? * 
A* YoSf 
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You said that in some countries, a part of the 
people are called Nobility ; what does that meaa ? 

A. Almost all Europe was once under the power of 
Rome, and formed part of what was called the Roman 
Empire. This £mi»re was attacked, orenrun, and al 
^ last c(mquered entirely, by a hardy set of people who 
came from the north in vast numbers. These people 
were commanded by their chiefs or kings ; and when 
the countries which they invaded gave up fighting, and 
yielded every thing to the conquerors, the whole of the 
land was divided into portions and given by the king to 
bis chief officers, who divided it again among their fol- 
k)wers. These great officers were called by wiou^ 
names or titles, as Dukes, Earls, Counts, &c. and when 
ihey died, their oldest sons were called by the same 
tide$; which continued in this manner to descend in 
certain great and rich families. It is these families 
which are now known in most countries of Europe as 
Nobleii or the JV*a6tli^y— and tfaej have great privileges 
over the other citizens. 

Can any families be thus distinguished from the 
rest in this Republic f 

A. No ; no title of Nobility eau be granted here. The 
only titles among us, are those which maik a person's 
grade in the army or navy, or his office in the State. 

May any citizen of the United States receive a 
title of BobiMty from die king, or prince, or go? enKneot 
of any other country ? 

A, The Qavermneot does not interfere with ffwaU 
persons ; but no person htldiog any office of profit or 
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frost under the republic can accept of either a title, a 
sum of money as salary, an office, or even a present^ 
from «ny<siich prince or govemm^t, without the ex* 

press consent of Congress. 
Q. Why is thb ? 

A. To guard djainst any j^ign prince getting influ* 

cnce over those who are in power among us, by bribes 
of any kind ; a title would .be a better bribe to some 
men fhan money. 

Q. You said that when the states entered into that 
agreement by which they set up a General Government 
over them all, they had each a perfect right to govern 
themselves as free, sovereign and independent States ; 
and that they gave up a part of their power to the Gren- 
eral Goyemment, and kept the rest of it in their own 
liands. What are the powers which they gave up ? 

A. The powef of making treaties^ (that is bargains or 
agreements with other nations) alliances, (that is agi ec- 
raents with some other country, tiiat the two shall help 
each other, in something they wish to accomplish, or m 
avoiding some common danger ;) and confed era lions y 
(that is agreements among several different countries,, 
that diey shall all join together in some object for dieir 
common benefit.) None of these acts can now be per- 
formed by any one of the states, separately, but must be 
done only for the whole by the General Government.. 
What other powers did they give up f 

A. The right to^ati^ Ititen of marque andrepri$aii 
ibe right to coin money ; — (both these have been ex-^ 
plained ^}-Hthe right to emit bilb of credit ; (that is, 

4* 
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issue printed promises to pay certain sums of money ou 
the credit oi the state, the same as a Bank issues Bank 
notes,)— to make any tbiag bot gokl and sthrer a lawftd 
tender in the payment of debts, 
Q. What does that mean f 

A. When one man owes another, and goes to him 

and offers him money to the full amount of his debt, that 
is Called a tender; (or offor) ; and if the money is such 
as the law says shall pass, it is a laufvi tender ; and if 
the man refuses it, he can never sue the other for that 
debt, nor is the debtor obliged to pay it. Now, though 
money is commonly made of gold and silrer, yet some- 
times a Governmeot may make a law by which certain 
printed notes are to pass the same as gold and silver ; 
and after such a law, that kind of printed notes are a 
lawful tender to pay debts with. (Tliis kind of paper 
was issued by Congress in our revolution.) The states, 
hy the Constitution, gave up the power to do this, and 
now it can be done by the General Government only. 

Q. Did die states give up any other power ? 

•/i. They are forbidden by the Consthution, in the 
same manner that Congress is, to pass any bill of attain- 
der, or ex-post-facto law, or grant any title of nobility, 
nor can they make any law which shall " impair the ob- 
ligation of contracts.'' 

Q. What does that mean ? 

A. It means that when a bargain has been made be- 
tween any two parties, by which one agrees and binds 

himself to do some particular thing not ^Aen forbidden by 
law, the state in which this agreement, or cmtracti was 
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made shall not afterwards make any law by wbict the 
pttrsoD who thus bouad hims^df riiall be set free from any 

part of that bargain without the consent of the other 
party, with whom be made the contract. 

Q. What else are the states forbidden to do f 

A. They cannot lay any duty on exprls or imports. 
May they not ky enough duty to pay for the ex* 
penses of collectiog the duties laid by Congress ? % 

A. Yes, but no more ; and if more is received than 
is wanted ibr this use, it must be paid into the Treasury 
•f the United States. 

.May any of the States lay a tonnage duty ; that 
is, require a sum of money to be pud by every vessel 
mUering any of the harbors in d^at State i 

A. No. 

May they keep soldiers whom they pay, in time 
•f peace ? 
A. No. 

Q. May they keqp ships of war, in tune of peace ? 

A. No. 

May one State enter inio an agreement with ano- 
ther State? 

A. No. 

Q» May they make a treaty or agreement with any 

other nation i 
A. No. 

May they make war i 

A* No ; not unless an enemy has entered their 
[hounds, or is in such danger of entering, that theie is 
HO time to wait for the aid of riie General Govemmenl^ 
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Why did the States give up all these powers ? 
Ji* Because tb^ eouU be betler protected by one^ 
powerful (SovereineDt roling over tkem all umted thaa 
they could have been, if they had remained separate ; 
and, if tfaey would faave siieh a Govmrsnieot, they must 
* consent each to give up a part of th^r own power, in 
order to make it ; if the General Govemmeat had no 
power, it would be of no use. 

Q. Who executes the laws which Congress have made, 
that is, who takes care that every body shall obey the 
laws? 

A, The President of the United States. 
Can he make the law i 

Jt. Not at all. These two powers, of making law^ 
and executing law, are kept by the Constitution, entirely 
^separate ; the power that makes the law cannot execute 
it, and the power that Executes the law cannot make it. 
(The one of these powers is called the Legislative^ and 
the otber iS' called the ExeeiUite power* 
Is there any advantage in this ? 

A. Certainly; it is tlie great safeguard of freedom f 
because, if the one makes oppreuive lawSf the odier may 
refuse to execute them; or, if the one wishes to do tyran- 
nical actSf the other may refuse to make a law for them» 

Q. How does any man become President of the 
United States ? 

A. He is elected £chosen} by the people of the Unit- 
ed States. 

Q. How is this done ; do the people themselves at 
ence choose the President.'^ 
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A. No ; this might lead to great confusion. But the 
people choose the Legislatures of the difierent Statesp 
diese Legislatures appoint deetors, and time deotors 
choose the President. 
/ Q. Explain this more particularly* 

A. You know what is meant hy the Legislatures of 
the States 3 they consist of persons chosen in each State 
to make the State laws. These personfi, when met 
together, appoint, in any way they think proper, a num<- 
ber of persons who are called Electors, because they 
afterwards eboose the Presideat. 

Q. How many of these Electors of President axe 
appointed in each State i 

A. As many as the state has membm in both Houses 
of Congress. For instance \ a state which is entitled 
to two Senators and eight members of the House of 
Representatives must appoint ten electors of President ; 
a state which has two Senators and twenty members of 
the House of Representatives, must appmitf tweiK^*4v«ii. 
electors. 

May any person they please be appointed aa 
doctor.^ 

A. Not every person may; Senators of the United 
States, members of die House of Rep^sentadvcs, tad 
ell persons who hold any office of trust or prc^ under 
the United States, are incapable of being electoi*s of the 
Prestd^t. 

q. Why I 

A. For fear any President of the United States might 
knj^por meaoB to get bkmelf efaqm agam vdbem 
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bis time of service should expire. The President has 
firequeat opportunities to see the members of Congress 
tnd persuade them ; and as he faifi»self has die appoint-^ 
ment of most persons who hold offices, he might threat- 
en to remote, or promise to keep them m tb^ places, 
and thus destroy their freedom of election. 
}low do these electors proceed ? 
A. The electors appointed by each state meet in the 
states that appointed them, and vote hy ballot for the 
President, and for another officer called the T^ice PrW" 
'dent of the United Stales. The electors all meet on 
one and the same day in their several states , the day is 
fixed by Congress. 

Q. Wliat do you mean by voting by baUot 9 
A. When it is wished to conceal the manner in which 
each partic ular person voted, and yet to know what is 
the c^inion of the greater nun^r o( voters, the voters 
instead of speaking their minds, put each a piece of 
fcMed paper into a box ; these papers are called baUoUy 
and when all have voted, these baUots are examined aod 
counted. 

May both the persons whom the electors of any 
state vote for, as President and Vice President, be na- 
tives of that state in which they are voted for f 

J3. No ; only one of them ; the other must be a oa* 
tive of some other state. 

Q. How do they distinguish which of the persons i$ 
voted for as President and which as Vice President i 

A. The ballots ai-e taken separately, on different 

pieces of paper, aod it a besidus waumx m the ballet- 
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whether the person is voted for ds the one or as the other. 
Separate lists are kept in which they put down die 
names of all the persons who are voted for, either as 
President or as Vice President, and the number of votes 
liven for each ; these lists are signed by the ele^^rs, 
and then sealed up and sent to the seat ol' government 
directed to the President of the Senate* For the great* 
•r security, two copies ai'e made, one of thera is sent 
by the mail, and another by a mes^en^er, sent for the 
express purpose of carrying it. 

What does the President of the Senate do witlr 
these b'sts f 

Jl, He opens them in the presence of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives, who are all met in one 

hall to be present when the votes are counted. Each 
House appoints some of its own members who unite in a 
committee and count all the ^votes ; ^en the person 
having the greatest number of votes for President is de- 
clared to be the President, and he who has the most votes 
for Vice President is declared Vice President of the 
United States. 

Suppose no one person has a majority (that is 
more than half ) of all the votes for President, is the per- 
son who has the most votes considered as chosen i 

A. No. 

What is done in that case ? 

A* The House of Representatives immediately pro- 
ceed to choose, by ballot, from those persons, not more 
than three, who stand the highest on the list of votes for 
Kfcsideitt, one to be Pre»dent of the United States. 
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Q. Are tliey bound to choose the person who has 
most votes ? 

A, No \ they may take either one of those three per- 
sons who have the most votes. 

Q. Do they vote, on this ocqpsioD, in a diibrent man^ 
ner i'rom what they do on all other occasions f 

A. Yes ; in choosing the President they vote, not hj 
nngle members, but by States ; that is, each State has 
one vote only, whetiier its Representatives are many or 
few : and a majority of the whole number of States is 
necessary to a choice. 

Q. Must all tlie States vote ? 

A, AH may vote if they are {Nresent and derire it ; 
but if only two thirds of the States vote, the election is 
good. 

Q. Suppose the House of Representativea cannot, or 

do not, choose any one, must there be no President? 

A. In that case, the Vice President must perform the 
duty of President. 

Q. If neither of the persons voted for by the Electors 

« 

as Vice President has a majority of all their votes, what 

is done ? 

A. The Senate then chooses one of the two persons 
who have the most votes. A majority of the whole 
number of Senators is necessary to the choice, but two 
thirds of their number is sufficient to vote. 

Q. May any person be chosen President of the United 
States ? 

A. Not every person ; none may be chosen unless 
he has been born in the United Stales, or was ft citizen 
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iviien ConstitDtioo waid agreed to, nor can such a 

one be chosen if he is less than thirty -five years old, or 
if he has not resided within the United States for four- 
teen years. 

Q. May any person be chosen Vice President ? 

A. No one may be cbosen as Vice President who 
is forbidden by the above rule to be cbosen as Presi- 
dent. 

Suppose t ie Presiclentof the United States should 

die, or shouid h<3 put out of office, or should resign his 
office, or sliould from any cause be unable to do the 
ctuties which belong to it, what is to be done f 

" A. His duties must then be performed by the Vice 
President. 

Q. But suppose the same thing should have happen- 
ed to the Vice President also ? 

A. Then the Congress must declare by law who shall 
perform the duties* till another President is chosen, or 
till the President is again able to perform them himself. 

Does the Pre^dent receive any thing for his ser- 
vices ? 

A* The honor of filling so high and bonorable a sta- 
tion by the choice of a great and free people, and the 
glory of leaving his name in their history as the faithful 
friend and father of his country, is, of itself, enough to 
fill the wishes Of the most aspiring mind, and no doubt 
the place would be sought as eagerly as it now is, though 
not a ddlar should be given to the man who fills it ; but 
because his station exposes him to great expenses he is 
allowed a salary sufficient to meet them. 




50 

^. What IS the amount of the Presidenli's salary, that 
is, the sum of money paid him by tb^ United States 
every year ? 

A» It is at present fixed at twenty-fire thousand doV 
lars. « 

May he receive any other money from the United 
States, or from any one State ? 

Ji. No ; be is expressly forbidden to receive any 
other sum of money than his salary. 
Why ? 

A. Lest, if any State allowed him money, he migl^l 
be led to favor that State more than the others ; and lest, 
if he was suflFered to receive other sums lirom the United 
States, he might amass so much money as should make 
him a dangerous citizen to a free country. 

^. Does the President take any oath before he en- 
ters upon his office ? 

A. Yes. 

What is an oath ? 

A. It is a solemn calling upon Ood, who knows tb^ 
hearts of all men, and will call every man to account for 
his conduct in this world, to bear witness that what a 
man says is true, or that what he pronuses he means to 
perform. 

Q. What is the President's oath of office i 

A, It is in these words — "I do solemnly swear, that 
I will faithfully exec ute the office of President of the 
United Stated ; and will, to the best of my ability, pre- 
serve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the Unit- 
ed States." 
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What are the powers which belong to the Presi- 

•4. He is coEnmander in chief, both of the army and 

aavy ; every officer of both, from the highest to the low- 
est, is obliged to obey his orders^ 

Ar% the officers of the militia obliged to obey 

them ? 

A. YeS) whenever the militia are called out in the ser- 
vice of the United States ; (at other times they are under 
the command of the Governors of their own States.) 

Q. Has he any other powers f 

A. Yes ; he may grant reprieves and pardons for 
offences against the United States. ^ 

Q. What is a r^nrieve ? 

A. When a person has been tried, found guilty, and 
eoodraned to be punished oa a certain day^ a reprieve 
is a putting off of the punishmnt to some other time. 

Q. What is a pardon ? 

A. It £s the delivering of a condemned person from 
the punishment of his offence. A reprieve only delays 
punishment; a pardon prevents it entirely. 

May the President do this in all cases of ounces 
against the United States ? 

A.JLasH cases, except cases of impeachment. 

Q. What odier powers has he ? 

A. He has a very solemn power, that of making 
Treaties for the United Stales with other nations. 

Q. Why is this so solemn a power ? 

A. Because a treaty is the supreme law of the land, and 
vtsueHj coneems matlers of gr^at importance to us all. 
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Is nobody joined with the President in this pow- 
er ? or may he make any agreement he thinks fit, witb 

other nations^ 

•d. This power is so great and weighty, that the Con- 
stitution will entrust it to no one man. Even the Presi- 
dent cannot make a treaty without the consent of the 
Senate of the United States ; nor is it sufficient that a 
majority of the Senate agree to it ; two thirds of all the 
Senators who are present when the vote is taken, must 
agree to any treaty, before it is binding on the United 
States. 

Has the President any other power ? 

A* Yes ; powers of nomination and appointme&t. 

Q. What do you mean by this ? 

Ji. When persons aie to be employed to do the du- 
ties of certain great public offices^ none can be so em- 
ployed but those whom the President first nominates ; 
that is, proposes to the Senate, and whom the Senate 
consent to have employed ; and when the Senate has 
given this consent, the persons cannot act in their office 
till they receive orders to do so from the President 
such an order is called their appointmentj and when put 
in writing it is called their commission. 

Q. What officers are appointed in this manner ? 

A, Ambassadors and foreign Mitiisters ; (that is, per- 
sons sent by the United States to the Government of 
some other nation, either to prepare some public treaty, 
or to reside there as the representative of this country). 
Consuls, (persons sent by this country to reside in tlie 
ports of other nations, to protect our commerce ; that is. 



to see that our vessek, our sailors, and the property 
our merchants, are properly treated there, according to 

the treaties and laws of both countries). Judges of the 
Supreme Court, and aU other officers of the United 
States, except those who are expressly ordered by the 
Constitution to be appointed by some other person than 
the President. 

Q. May the President appoint any officer without the 
consent of the Senate i 

A. Yes, if Congress makes a law givmg him the pow- 
er ; but this applies only to inferior officers, that is, such 
as have other officers over them. 

Q. May Congress give the appointnlent of such offi- 
cers to any other than the President ? • 

A. Yes ; it may give it to the Courts of Law, or to 
the Heads of Departments. 

Q. What do you mean by the Heads of Depart- 
ments ? 

A. This name is given to certain officers who have 
tlie chief care under the President, of the four great 
branches of the Government, called the Executive De- 
partm^jnts ; and who are called the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War, 
and the Secretary of the Navy. 

Are the duties of these officers dedared by the 
Constitution f 

A, No ; but by a law of Congress. They are, how- 
ever, persons of great importance in our government. 
The Secretary of State attends to every thing whicli 
concerns our affairs with other nations 3 and also to those 
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€if the Gveoend Govemmettt wkh the Gov^erDEDents of die 
diflferent States ; the Secretary of tbe Treasury atteofe 

10 all that conceros the jDoney of the United States ; the 
Secretary of War manages tiie busiiiesi of the army | and 

die Secrciaiy of the Navy that which concerns our ves- 
sels of war. All these officers are, however, under tbe 
control of the President; he may require their opini<m 
in writing on any subject that belongs to their different 
departments, but he is not bound by it ; he may also 
dimiss diem from office. 

Suppose any of the officers whom the President 
has appointed by the consent of the Senate should die, 
or should resign his offioe, while the Smiate is not sit-- 
dng ; what is to be done ? 

A. The President nuy appoint another person in hi& 
place who shall hold the office till tbe end of the next 
meeting of the Senate. 

What are the duties of the President i 

A, He must from time to time give information ta 
Congress of tbe state of the United States. 

Q. I>oes be know what is die state of tbe nadon bet^ 
ter than the Members of Congress ? 

j1. Yes ; his office is such that be has a better cqppcnr-^ 
timity of knowing it. Each Member of Congress reader 
only in one State, but the President resides at a spot in 
the middle of them all. It is tbe duty of all offioers 
low him, to send reports of the varbus affairs in wbicb 
they are employed, to one or other of the Heads of 
Departments, and these h^ ail the knowledge d»y thus 
obtain, before the President for his direction and assis* 
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tBtiet in tbe many and great duties he liae to perform. 

is, therefore, of all other persons, best acquainted 
wkh the general ogneems of this natkm. 

Q. When does he lay this iDformatioh before Con« 
gressw 

Jl, He makes a veiy foil statement of it when they 
first meet, in wliat is usually called the Presidenfs 
Speech; and from time to time, while the two Houses 
are met, he sends to eacli of them messages, in which 
he gives more particular statements than he could do in 
his first genera] speech. 

Suppose Congress wish to know from the Presi- 
dent something which he has not told them in his speech 
or messages, may they dall apon him to communicate it? 

A. Yes, and if he does not tliink tliat the public good 
requires it to be kept secret, he always answers the calU 
and gives them the knowledge they desu*ed, if he can 
do so. 

Does he do more than commonieate ioformadon 

to the Congress ? 

A. Yes ; his duty is also to recommend to them such 
things as be thinks will be for the advantage of the 
country. 

Are they obliged to do as he advises ? 
dfl. No. They pay respectful atlention to. what he 
says to them, and listen to the reasons he gives ia favor 
ol the fflcnisures he recommends, but they are at full 
llhefty ft> follow tbesr own judgement in all cases. 

Is it to be desired that Congress should always 
eomply with the adwe of the Presidem f 
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dl» No; for then Us idviee woidd» in tinie, come to 

Ijuve the authority of a command ; it would be the Pres- 
ident and not Congress wiio made the laws ; and the 
liberty of the country would be in the greatest danger. 
There is no more dangerous despot than one who can 
make bis will obeyed, and yet preserve the forms of a 
free government. Augustus Caesar ruled the whcde 
Roman Empire witli absolute sway, yet did every thing 
by resolves of the Senate, as if Rome was free. 

Suppose some very important matter should hap- 
pen while Congress is not met, can the President call 
tbem together ? 

A, Yes. He can call either both Houses, or onlv 
one ; if any law is to be made, both Houses must be 
called ; if only a treaty or an appointment is to be made, 
the Senate only need be assembled. 

Suppose, when both Houses are met, they should 
find themselves unable to agree about the time at which 
They will adjourn, (that is, cease to meet) can the Presi- 
*«leBt end the dispute t 

A. Tes, by adjourning both Houses. 

Q. in that case, when are they to meet again ? 

A. At any time the President fixes, when be adjourns 
them. 

What other duty is required of the President ? 

He must receive all ambassadonf and foreign min* 
isters ; that is, persons sent by other nations to make 
treaties with us, or to reside here as representatives of 
th^ir own government. 

Has he any other duty? 
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A. TeS) he has on^ great, general, and constant duty 

for wiiicb all this power is put at his command, — it vs 
to. take care that the laws shall be £utbfully executed ; 
that is, that whatever Congress orders shall be done, and 
that whoever disobeys the laws shall be punished. 

Q. Iir|ay he be. punished himself f 

A, We have already seen that every civil officer of 
the United States may be impeached by the House of 
Repjreseo^tativesi tried befoore the Senate, and, if guilty, 
may be turned out of office. The crimes for which this 
is. done ^e chiefly treaaon and bribery* Treason^ we 
said, is making war against the United States, by en* 
deayoring to resist or overturn the government ; bribery 
means the unlawful taking of nuxney by an officer for 
dping or omitting some act of his office. 

^. Does not every officer receive money for doing 
the duties of his office ? 

A* Yes, the law allows him a certain sum ; but a bribe 
is sometiiing more than this, given him not by tlie United 
States, but by somebody who wishes him to favor thegi 
in the exercise of his power as a public oflicer. It is 
wicked to oifer a bribe, it is still worse to accept one. 
Can there be no bribery but by means of money ? 

A. Yes ; bribes may be offered in various shapes ; 
any benefit or advantage ofi^ed to aa officer for an im« 
proper ,^nd \^ a bribe.^ 

What dq you understand by a Court ? 

A. where a Judge sits to hear and determine 

pauses according to law. 

^. Are Courts nec^sary f 
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A. Certainty. Wherever laws are made diere most 

be some way of determining when they have been dis- 
obeyed, and of cauang those who disobey them t» be 
punished. Hiis is the use of a Court and of a Judge. 
VVl^en one person believes that another has broken the 
laws, to his injury, or to the injury of the public, he may 
cause that person to appear before a Judge and have it 
determined by witnesses, whether he has broken the 
laws Kx not ; and if he has, he is forced to soflfer auch 
a punishment as the law directs. 

Are there Courts in every State of the United 
States ? 

A. Yes. Each State appoints Judges of its own to 
see that its laws are executed. 

Q. Are there also other Coorti brionging to no par^ 
ticular State but to the United States i 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are all these Courts equal, or is one superior to 
another ? 

A. They are not all equal— but in each State some 

of the State Courts are set over others ; and so it is with 
the Courts of the United States. 
Why are they not all equal ? 
A, Some are set over others, in order, that if one 
makes any mistake it may be corrected by that above it« 
When a citizen &inks be has been wronged in a lower 
Court, he may take his cause to a higher one ; this is 
called an appeal; and. if in this hi^er Court, he sdll 
thinks he is wronged, he may appeal to a court high^BtiU, 
until he has got to the highest Court in his own State. 

* » - 
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Q. Can he take his cause from the State Courts t© 
the Courts of the Uaited States f 

A* No ; not unless his cause has to do with a law 
made by a State, which as he supposes is contrary to 
the Constitution of the United States* That question 
can be settled only by the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

Suppose his cause has to do with a law of the 
United States and not a State law ? 

A. He must go at once to the Courts of the United 
Scales. 

Q. What are these ? 

A. They consist of one Supreme Court, (the highest 
ef all,) and of such other Courts, under this, as Congress 
may from time to time establish. 

Q. Has Congress established any f 

A. Yes — ^it has appointed some which are called Cir- 
cuit Courts of the United States; and others, below 
these, which are called District Courts of the United 
States. 

Q. What Judges sit in the Circuit Courts of the Unit* 
ed States f 

A. The Judges of the United States Supreme Court. 
Q. What Judges sit in the District Courts of the Unit** 

4 

ed Slates? 

A, District Judges. 

Q. What kind of causes are tried in tlie Courts of the 
United States .^^ 

A. Any cause must be tried there in which the dis- 
pute is about the true meaning of any pari of the Con- 
stitution. 
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H. What else? 

A. All causes under the' laws of die United States.- 

Q. Any otliers ? 

A. Yes ; all which depend upon treaties between die- 
United States and other nation^. * 

■ 

What other causes ? 
' A. All in which Ambassadors or other public Afinis- 
ters, or Consuls, sent to the United States by other gov- 
eromeots, are paities concerned. 

q. What others 9 * - ■ . 

A. All causes which concern the taking or detaining 
of ships at seaj^ and all which concern crimes cotnm^ed 
at sea, or in harbors, or rivers— or in forts and dcefcr 
yards, belonging to the United States. "* • 

What other causes are tried in these Courts?'' - 

A. All disputes in which the United States is a party ; 
all disputes between one State and another State ; all in 
which one of the States sues any person that isihe titi- 
zen of another of the States ; all in which a citizen of 
one State sues a citizen of another State ; all in which 
eitizens of one and the same State lay claim to land un- 
der grants of different States ; all in which one of the 
States sues a citizen of some foreign country ; and all in 
which citizens of the United States, and citizens of any 
ether country sue each other. But not where citizens 
of one State sue another State; or where citizens or 
subjects of a foreign State sue one of the States of the 
Union. 

Q. Must all causes of these several kinds be Npun in 

one of the inferior courts of the United States, or may 
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any of them be commeQced at oace in the Supreme 
Court? 

A, All cases which have to do with ambassadors, 
public ministers, and consuls \ and all tho^ in which one 
of tbe States is a pturty^ may be begun m the Supreme 
Court ; the others, after being commenced in the infer- 
ior Courts of the Uiuted States, may be removed to the 
Supreme Court by an appeal but dris is submitted to 
tbe regulation of Congress, wlio may determine by law 
when it may be done, and io what mamien 

Q. How are the Judges of the Couits of tbe United 
States appointed ? ' 

A. By tbe President, with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. • • 

Q. How long do they remain in office f 

A. During good behavior ; tfatt is, until they resign 
then* office or are turned out of it for some great offence. 

Why are not Judges elected from time to time, 
like Members of tbe House of Re|nresentatives and Sen- 
ators i and why may they not be removed from their 
offices unless tbey are pfoved to be guil^ of great 
offences ? 

A. If Judges held their places at the mere good plea- 
sure of the people, they would be greatly tempted to 
act in a partial and improper manner in order to please 
those who chose them to office, and to keep their favor; 
but when they know that no. man or number of men can 
turn them out of office so long as they do their duty, 
they administer justice without fear and 'with an equal 
regard to all who ask it. 

6 
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^ Why tben should iiot Legislators bold dieir ofike 
iQ die same way ? 

A» Because they make the laws, while Judges oDly 
explain aud apply them ; it would be very dangerous to 
liberty to give otur law malm power for life ; tbey re- 
quire restraint lest they should become our tyrants ; — 
therefore their time of office is made short, i|o that if the 
people ihiok them unwise or unfaithful they may r^s^ 
to give lliem the office again. 

You said that the use of Courts was to d^rmine 
when the laws have been disobeyed, and oaoabg^ those 
who have disobeyed them to be punished. Hqw do 
Courts aoawer this eiid i ... 

A. When a person is charged with having done some- * 
thing to his neighbor, or to the State, which is forbidden 
by»laWy the fret is judged of by a Jury, 
What do you mean by a Jury ? 

A. A company of citizeiis, chosen by lot, and who 
have no interest in the matter, who listen ftxthe proofe 
brought against the person accused, and who then agree 
among themselves whether the aecusation has been prov- 
ed or not. When they declare this agreement in opin- 
ion, it is called their verdict; and according to this, the 
' cause is decided. 

Q. Is this a wise regulation ? 

A. Certainly. The trial: by jury, is a most precious 
privilege — as it secures to every 'man a fair hearing, 
and is the best safe-guard of his liberty, property, and 
life ; all which -might be taken from lum by a partial 
or corrupt Judge, if that officer alone had to decide 
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on the guilt or iDoociQce of those who are tried before 

OI0I4 ^ 

Does a Jury decide in civil suits as well as in 

M. 

criminal prosecuU(His f 

wS« I do not ^Uderdtaiid tbe IdiAireiitee between them. 
By a civil suit, I mean one citizen's calling ano^ 
iber into court to answer him for some injury committed 
against Inm ; by ft erinmial i»t»se^on, I metti a citi- 
zen's being brought up by a public accuser for some 
crime G<)mmitted against society at krgei and for which 
he id Mttbie to ptit^ pumshment. 

A. A jury decides in both cases. When an officer 
of llie United Stsies is impeadied, the accuser is the 
, House of Representatives, and the jury is the Senate ; 
but in ordinary prosecutions and suits, the jury consists 
of twelve persons, rending near the pkce where the act 
was committed. 

Q. May an accused person be tried in a different 
State from &at whea^ die crimBMl:a€t was committed i 

A. No. 

.Q* Suppose the act was committed at sea^ cht in some 
other place not within aiqr one of the States of the Unkni> 

where must the trial be held ? 

A. Where Congress shall ha^re appointed by law. 

Q. Ought all the public acts of a State, and of all its 
courts and officers, to be recorded in writing t 

A. Certainly ; not only to preserve a remembrance 
of them, but that those persons who are affected by 
these acts may be able to show proof of them, and if 
injur ed, to <^tain redraw. 
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When such a record is made in. cue of the States, 
and a copy of it, duly proved, is given, must that record 
be received as proof by all the odier States t 

A, Yes. But Congress may determine by law in 
what manner thie nM)ord sbaU be pfioved Sat this pur- 
pose. 

When a citizen of one State goes into any other 
State of the Union, may he be treated as if he was a 
foreigner f or may any difference be made between his 
privileges and those of the citizens of that State t 
' A. No. He shaH enjoy every privilege wUch diey 
do. 

If a person charged with a crime in one Stale* 
shall flee from justice into the bounds of another State^ 

is he safe from pursuit and trial i 

A. No. If the Governor of the State where the 
crime was committed applies to the Governor of the 
State where he has taken refuge, the lauer shall cause 
him to be delivered up* 

Suppose a slave in one State shall run away from 
his master, and See into another State, does he thereby 
become free i 

A, No. On application of his master, and proof of 
his being a slave, he must be given up. 

Q. How many States were there which revolted firom 
Great Britain at the Revolution ? 

A. Thirte«i« 

Did they all agree to the Federal Constitution at 
the time it went into operation i 

A. Not all, but the rest came in soon after. 
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Q. Was it then expected that otlier States would be 
ibrmed and join the Union t v 

A. Yes, and provision was made for admitting them. 

Q. By whom were they to be admitted ? 

A» By Congress. 

Q. Is their number limited f 

A. No. 

Q. Or their population ? 

A. Not by the Constitution ; but Congress has deter- 
mined that a district or territory containing uxty thousand 
inhabitants may be received into the Union as a State. 

Q. Then that number of people in any of the States 
may be erected into a new State ? 

A. No. No new State can be formed witbm the 
limits of a State already formed. 

Q. May two States be united by CcMigress into one ? 
or paits of two States be erected into a third State f 

A. Not unless tlie Legislatures of both such States 
give their consent. 

When the Colonies separated from Great Britain 
was their territory all peopled t 

A. No ; large tracts of land in several of the States, 
remained in its natural, wild state. 

' When the States united und^ the^ Constitution^ 
what was done with these w3d lands ^ 

A, They were given up by the several States tliat 
liwiied'them, and set apart as commoa property, for the 

good of the whole. 

Who has power to govern these territories as they 
become settled i and to sell the hmd to settlers ? 

6» 



Digitized by Coogle 



6(3 



A. The Congress of the United States* 

Have they sioce been extensively, s^ettled ? 
' Ji. Yes. Many new States have been formed within 
their limits, and many more are expected to be. They 
are in the mean while divided into several distinct por- 
tions called territories, each of which has a form of gov- 
ernment suited to its amount of populauon, and a Dele* 
gate in Congress with power to speak, but not to vote in 
that body. 

Q. Has any State the right to set up a monarchical 
ibrm of government for itself, that is a government where 
the supreme power is m the hands of a king ? 

Jl» No. When tlie Colonies united they were all re- 
publics, the new government they formed for the Union 
was republican, and they dien secured to every State 
which had joined or should join the confederatk>n, 9. re- 
publican ibrm of government. 

Q. Who is to see that this regulation is carried into 
effect ? 

The Congress. 

Does Congress secure any other privilege to the 
different States i 

A. Yes. It must protect them firom invasion by 
40 enemy. This is one of the most important benefits 
of our Union ; each State has the protection, of the 
whole. 

- Q. Should unruly persons in any of the States axtempt 
by violence to resist and overturn the Sta^e Govenintent» 

and should they gain such strength tliat that Sme is, not 
able to quell them^ must Congress iut^rfere f 
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Yes, if applied to by the Governor or Legislature 
of such $tate.- But not to prevent ft.ipeaceable alter- 
ation of the laws attempted in a regular and proper 
manner. • ^ ' . 

Tbe majority of the. people of any State may' 
certainly alter its laws, provided they do not violate the 
Constitutioa : but may tbe Constitution itself be altered i 

Ji,- Yes. The Constitution being nothing more than 
an expression of the will of the people of the United 
Statesi is at all times widib their own power, aiid they 
may change it as they like, but it ought not to be changed 
till it is very clearly shown to be tbe wish of the people. 

Q. How is this to be found out? 

A, When two thirds of the members both of the Sen- 
ate and of tbe House of Representatives shall agree in 
c^inioa that an altecatioa would be proper, they may 
state such alteration and propose it to be considered by 
the people of all tbe States. Tbe alteration must then 
be ccmsidered by tbe Legislature of each of tbe States, 
or by a Convention in each State, (which is a meeting 
of persons chosen fay the people for this particular 
purpose) ; and if three fourths of the States agree 
to the amendment, it then becomes a part, of the Con- 
stitution. 

But if three fourths of the States should thus 
agree to an amendment which would deprive the re- 
maining States against their will of their equal vote in 
the Senate, would such amendment be binding. 

•4. No. This case is provided agatest m the Consti- 
stitu^n, and ooe other, (in relation t^ stem) Which could 
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only happen pre\nous to the year 1808 ; but as tliat year 
18 now past, no farth^ notice need be taken of it* 

Q. What is the supreme law of the United States ? 

j2. The Constitution itself is supreme ; and all laws 
waA treaties made by Congress and the President, in 
confermity with it, are superior to any law made by one 
of the States, so that if the law of a State contradicts a 
law of Congress, the State hw is of no force, and the 
United States law alone must be obeyed. 

Q. What security have we that the Constitution will 
be observed ? 

A. The President, the Members of Congress, the 
Members of all the State Legislatures, and all public of- 
ficers of ^.United States, and of each one of the States, 
takes an oath, when they eater upon their several offices, 
to obey the Constitution. But the great security £br its 
obsmance lies hi the wisdom and euellence of the 
Constitution itself, and the conviction of the whole peo- 
ple of the United States, diat it is for then* true intorest 
to observe it inviolate. It has been tried for fifty years, 
and has done more to render this nation peaceable, pow^ 
erful and happy than any foim^of government that ever 
existed among men. 

Q. You said that the Constitution, however wi$e oir 
good, might nevertheless be amended if the peo{^ of 
th^ United States chose ? 

Yes ; the Constitutbn say^ so expressly* 

Q. Has it ever been amraded? 

A. Yes, several times. 

What WIS tbe sulgedt of die firet aaendami ? 
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. ... A^^ The subject uf religious fre^km. 

, Q. What do you mean by that ? 

; ;• A* I mean the right everjr man has to trorship God 

b such way as he. thinks fit, without being- called to ac- 

4X>UDt for his opiaioDS, or punished for diem. 

Q. Is this a sacred right, which ought to be guarded 
with die greatest care ? 

A. Certainly. God aiooe is the Judge of oqr relig- 
ions beHef and service, and no man has a i^ht to inter- 
fere with it, so long as it does not lead us to injure or 
disturb our neighbor. A great part of the miserjr and 
oppression which has existed in the World, began with 
forcing men to do what their conscience disappioved. 

What amendment Wias made in the Con^utipn 
on this subject ? 

Am Congress was forbidden to make any law respect- 
ing ao €9^a&/«^Ai?i£fy irf religion I that is, giving the pre- 
ference to any one form of religion above another, and 
making, laws to support it; or making |aws to prevent 
men from freefy .holding or obsenmig any psu^dcular 
form of religious belief and practice. 

Was any other subject introduced into the ^same 
imtendment? 

A. Yes \ the freedom of speech and .the freedom of 
the press« 

Q. What do you understand by these expressions \ 
A. In a free country like ours, every dtizen has a 
light tolexpress his opinion of the character and eondHct 

of our rulers, and of the laws they make for our govern- 
ment \ to forbid jthisi or punish it, would be highly dan- 
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gerous to oar Hher^. If those choseo by ikeir Mkm 

citizens to rule the State, rule in a foolish or wicked man- 
ner, it ought to be known, that they may be speedily 
turned out of office ; but if nobody might find huh ^mdi 
them without danger of punishment, their bad conduct 
would never be exposed, and they might cootiiiue in 
power to Ae great injury of us alL The right to speak 
OUT opinions is the freedom of speech ; and the right to 
print tbemi that they may be read by others, is the free* 
dom of the press. 

Q« But suppose I say of my rulers what is false and 
injurious, amy I not be puobhed? 

Yes, if they can prove in a court of justice t&at 
what you have said is false, and that your saying or pub-^ 
lishing it has bjured them. So may any of your fellow 
citizens. But you are still at liberty to speak and to 
print, being liable to the consequences if you abuse your 
^.hberty. 

Q. If the people shall be of opinion that any of the 
acts of their rulers have been wrong, may they meet to- 
gether to petitianj diat is publicly to ask, diat these acts 
may be altered f 

A. Yes, if they meet peaceably ; but if they behttve 
in a riotous or disorderly manner, they may, and ought 
to be punished. 

May they meet with arms in thw hands f 

A. Yes ; the right to keep and to carry arms is one ^ 
which belongs to the citizens at all times ; but arms 
must not be used except to support the kws or to resist - 
an enemy. 
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^ As the public safety requires that the Government 
should employ hired soldiers, as well as the miMtia, may 

these soldiers be sent to live in the house of any citizen 
and ai lus expense, without his consent i 

A. Nevee^ when the nation is at peace. When it ii 
at war, it ipay often be necessary to do this ; but the 
Com^tutioa declares that evto then^ it must only be 
done aodotding to law; not according to the mere good 
pleasure of an officer of the army, but in a manner which 
the RetiraBentativeai of the peofde shaU lay down. 

Q. Has the Government power to enter the house of 
a citizen and search it, and to take him, and his papers, 
and Us property, at,any thue it llnnks fit f 

A, No. It is sometimes necessary and proper to 
seize a oum's person and prcqfierty, and to search his 
papers ; but this may never be done, until some of fais 
fellow citizens clmrge him with some offence which 
wooU require this to be done, make it appear pro* 
baUe that he is guMty, and swear to- wba€ they deelare 
against him. Then a Judge gives to an officer a war- 
rant lo aaucb ot to arize; bat the warrant must say par- 
ticularly what places are to be searched, and what per- 
sons or property is to be seized. Otherwise no man 
would be secure* 

Q. Suppose 1 am accused by my neighbor of some 
crime which is punished with death, (these are called 
cafkd crimes) or. which would render n^ infamous in 
society i must I be seized and tiied because he has 
accused me ? 
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Jl. No. You must be either coofineu 
Other iivuln0r..preyeBtlsd from goiog wiiwyj umil bis ms€i»« 
satiQR' is laid before a number of your fellow citizens, 
called a Grand Jury, who swear to act fairly in the case. 
TlieyibMr your tocimr and all the proof be has tobriag 
against you, and if they think that he is wrong in sup-* 
posiag you guUty^ aod tttat his proof is not sufficient, * 
thdy.fefttse |o Imve you tiied^ and you are set wt^Vbettf^ 
But if they think his proof is such that you ought to be 
tried) they deliver to tbe Court what is caUed m BiU of 
iDdicttineiit ; that b, a paper setting fortfa the drime yen 
are said to have done, and according to this you are ' 
tried. So that no man ean be put oa bis tcial, ttil.nwijr 
impartial men tbink and swear that diere is reasen 
believe he is guilty. 

Does what you have bow said, apply to soldievs . 
and sailors in the army and the fleet? 

No ; tliey are tried according io certain rules and 
regulatioas, called arlioles war, to whtcb .they sweat 
to submit when tliey become soldiers or sailors. 

Does ii apply to citiisens wbo are in tbe milttal 
j1. No, not when engaged in actual service, io time 
of war or public danger ; they are then subject to the 
articles of war. It applies to tiiem at all mber times. 

Q. What other rights are secured to an accused per- 
son ? 

A. Wlioever is accused of a criminal oflbnee, (that 

means an offence for which he is to bfe tried by the 
State) shall have a speedy and public trial. He iuay not 
be kept confined longer than is necessary, nor may he 
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hiiiiMiiA in iiWfOl fimh bm efmi^ before* idi. iriio 
iiMl0^t»>fiMscl» Aoi^to (dwtt iMMPt % Jury efe wiywfi* 
#ifc<iQea to try bim. (The trial by Jiiry has beea al- 
mniff ii^hined*) The mm wbe ccNDopose jury 
raii0t Wdl the sene Slate, ani irf the eeme <fotii(^ 
mime the c^nce is said to have been eommitted. He 
aHiMie'iUI^ MaMlk «« il» aiiu» o£ the cbage 

brought against him, and how it came to be made. 

4^'Sif)peae^ he kaomof persons who could poeve 
Mie ml pJhy ^ <h» phHji y bitt^h^ five fiirod^ or eipe 

IHlprilling to attend his trial, can he force them to come } 
16w*' The CoiM wHi ^w^hm a eeneia peperi 
eiit*« Will el fluiyome, ead eeiMl it by m eficerv If 
Miry perm he waots as a wiUiees in his favor; and 
wmb^fmmm eineUitMk to oeooe, et be beevSy 'pMi«* 
4riMi^ - - 

Q. Has he any other privilege f 
'•A Yeev^heheterigltt l» bnre-lbe ednee ef e^leiijFer 
^ to aid him in his defence, and to plead his cause ? 
^. Can' he be fereed to bear witoeas agaiiiai himself f 
A* ' ' 

If he is once tried and not found guilty) may be 
W again tried fiENr the seme offence f 

A U km Uk effimeoi which if profed againtl him^ 
would put him in danger of losing bis lifei or suffering 
aay bodi^ kfjery) he may not. 

% AiH» my fife, libeMys md property guarded by the 
ConstitutioBy so that no man is allowed to touch either 
0S^bm$ eseepi teeef&ig'to the fatw» of ibe laad^ 

A. They are. 

7 
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Q. But if my property is wanted for a useful public 
object, may it not be taken from me ? ' 

A. Yes, but you must be paid the full value of it in 
tnoney* 

Suppose I am sued by my neighbor, abont sfmie 
property, am I to have a Jury to try the cause ? 

A* Yes, if the amount m dkpute is- more ifaan-twluqr 
dollars. 

You said that when a person is charged with a 
criminal c^ence, he most be confined, or odierw»e pr^ 
vented from going away, till a Gjand Jnry has heard 
the accusation and proof against him. How else can 
he be restrained from going o% but by confining hs^a^i 

A, By obliging him to bring forward persons who 
will become his Bail; that means, who wiU agree to 
forfeit a certain sum of money if he goes avray and^Awi- 
not return to be tried. ' ' \ ' 

Q. Who has power to say bow caudh money tbey 
shall agree to forfeit ; . ^ . 

A, The Judge, before whom the man is accused*^' 

Q. May he fix any sum he pleases i 

A, No. The sum is to be according to the nature 
of the crime, and the danger of the accused man's run-' * 
ning away, but H may not be made so' great as to' be 
cruel or unjust. * ' 

Q. Are offences ever punished by a fijae ; that is, 
obliging the ofitederto pay a sum 'of money f • ' - 

w2. Yes. But here the same rule applies.* The ' 
sum must i^ot be made out of proportion to the dMiee, * 
and the circumstances of the offender. » ' ' • • 
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May a Judge contrive new punishments out of 
his ewa beady or order such as ace iK>t in cominoa use 
for s«eh dfenoe as has been eomotttted f 
. A. No. 

Because the Coostitution only speaks of certain 
rights belonging to citizens of the United States, does it 

follow that the citizens have no rights but these ? 
A. By no means. 

Q. Has the United States Government any power 
hut such as is contained in the Constitution ? 
A. No. 

Have the different States of the Union all the 
powers which rightfully belong to a State, excepjt those 
which aire denied to them by the Consthutioo ? 

A. Yes. Wiien the States united to form a consti- 
tn&lD for their General Government, they agreed to 
give up to thiit government some of the powers they 
had before, and they set down in the Constitution wliat 
these powers were. All other powers they keep. The 
same thing is true respecting the people. All the pow- 
ers they have not given up to the State Governments 
or to the Gonial Gomnment, they keep in then* own 
hands. 

CpNCLUSIOir. 

Aia> now^ my young friends, having gone throu^ a 
short, and I hope, clear and uitelligible view of this Con- 
stitution, I have a few parting words to say to each one 
pf jroq, 
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la the fiwt pUce, ffiiniMir kow happy aa4 iMir fai^ty 
iavored i&. our countiyi ia bavins a system of gav^ra^ 
meat so wisely ciiiipiiijHed to Mowo.lbe Itf^ Mbei^ ndi 

happiness of all its citizei^. Had you lived or travelled 
ia other parts of the worldi you would be much more 
sensible of thbi than you cam fouMy be wiibout waak 
an opportunity of comparing our lot with tliat of others. 
But, as your reading increases, particulady ia bistoiy 
and in travels, you .will b® able lo form a 0iere jaat 
estimate of what you enjoy. When you read of the 
oppression which has been, and still ia exeroiiedt I do 
not say in Africa and Asia, iviiose iabalbitanii are- but . 
partially civilized — but even in the most en%ht(^e4 
countries of Europe ; under abaobtfe inaa>fiBhfi» a pieMfl 
and haughty nobility-— a wieldly, selfish, and ambitious 
priesthood-^ vast and rapacious fttanding army, aiMl.a 
. host of greedy i^cers of gmm^aat; and .4bea taai 
your eyes on your own haj)py home, a laud where none 
of these evils has any filaco-*^where ibe fUM^pla #ii 
make the laws and tbeo obey tfaain wbene thay'Haa 
be oppressed by none, but where every man's person, 
X property, and privileges are ^umnaided fay.tbe laRr» 
and sacred from every thing but justice and the pabCe 
good ; how can you be sufficiently grateful to a benefi- 
cent Providence, whicb has thus endowed our ooualty 
with blessings equally rich- and rare ? 

In the i\ext place, remember that this precious Con- 
stitutioni thus wise, thus jusjt, is your biitliHnigbt. It baa 
been earned for you by your fathers, who counselled 
much, labored longj, and shed their dearest blQQd« ta 
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wia it for tbm^ ^UdiM* To ifaemyit was the fruit of 

ita-iBMi>,dingnt »> y^k to a-gift. Do nai fH^ii 

on that account, but fme H €8 you ought, it is jroursi^ 
oo. bumaa power <sm deprive you of ityrbut ^tHir own 
toSly and >fviokedfi6S8. To miitmk»f in ooe <tf the 
surest ways to lose it. Take pains to know -what the 
Ccttslitutioo is-— the more you study, the higher you 
wiD esteem it. The better you understand your own ^ 
lights, the more likely you will be to preserve and guard 
ihem* 

And, in the last place, my beloved young country- 
• men, your country's hope, her treasure, and one day to 
be her pride and her defence ; remember that a con* 
stitution which gives to the people so much freedom, 
ftod entrusts them widi so much power, rests for its per- 
manency, on dienr knowledge and mtue. An ignorant 
people are easily betrayed, and a wicked people cau 
never be ruled by the mild u^uence of their ovm laws* 
If you would be free — if you wonld see your country 
grow in all that constitutes true greatness— cultivate 
knowledge-^ee from viee. Hie virtuous citizen is the 
true noble. He who enlightens his understanding-— 
controls his passions — ^feels for his country's honor — re- 
Jdces in her prosperity— steps forth to aid her in the 
hour of danger — devotes to her advancement the fruits 
of his mind, and consecrates to her cause, his time, his 
property, and bis noblest powers, such a man is one of 
God's nobility ; he needs neither riband, nor star hi3 
countjry knows and remembers his name ; nor could 
my tide add to its honor, or to his reward. We have 
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seen aocfa torn animig us j we bope la see many mece^ 

And though the glorjr of giving to their country su<A 
a Constitution as this, is what none but they have been 
so blessed as to enjoy, yet you succeed to a tas^^ bift 
one degree removed from it, that of preserving what 
they have coounitted to your virtue, unsullied and un*- 
itnpaired. 
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